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Clovernook  Home  and  School  for  the  Blind 
Cincinnati,  Ohio 


Braille  Printing  House 
Upgrades  Technology 


For  Clovernook  to  maintain  its  com- 
petitive edge  in  the  marketplace,  updat- 
ing technological  equipment  is  a priority. 
To  meet  this  demand,  Clovernook  re- 
cently acquired  a state-of-the-art  print 
scanning  machine  and  a text  embossing 
device  for  work  in  the  Braille  Printing 
House. 

The  Kurzweil  4000  is  the  latest  version 
of  an  electronic  data  entry  machine.  De- 


signed to  decrease  time-consuming  data 
input,  the  Kurzweil  4000  “reads”  printed 
pages  and  can  be  programmed  to  dis- 
regard unneeded  pictures  and  texts. 

While  “reading”  a manuscript,  the 
Kurzweil  4000,  if  it  has  problems  deci- 
phering a letter,  will  show  a screen  image 
of  what  it  is  “seeing”  and  what  letter  it 
“thinks”  it  is.  The  operator  then  keys 
in  the  correct  response. 


Purchase  of  the  new  Kurzweil  enables 
Clovernook  to  produce  braille  more  eco- 
nomically because  of  its  greater  effi- 
ciency, easier  maintenance,  and  ability 
to  read  a variety  of  material. 

An  Upgrading 

The  Text  Embossing  Device  (TED) 
600  is  the  latest  version  of  a line  em- 

continued  on  page  4 


Jane  Mclver  Marks  25  Years 
of  Amateur  Radio  Operation 

The  word  “avid”  takes  on  new  mean- 
ing when  speaking  with  Jane  Mclver 
about  her  amateur  radio  hobby.  Thirty- 
seven  years  old,  Jane  describes  her  first 
encounter  with  a ham  radio  operator 
with  as  much  enthusiasm  as  if  it  hap- 
pened yesterday. 

“When  1 was  12  years  old  1 heard  a 
weird  noise  in  my  uncle’s  basement.  1 
went  downstairs  and  found  him  in  front 
of  his  wireless  radio.  When  he  told  me 
that  the  noise  was  Morse  code  and  ex- 
plained how  it  worked,  I said,  ‘1  can  do 
that.’  ” 

With  her  uncle’s  encouragement  Jane 
quickly  learned  Morse  code.  He  gave  her 

continued  on  page  2 Jane  Mdver's  amateur  ham  radio  hobby  provides  armchair  trawl  as  well  as  camaraderie. 
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Jane  Mclver  Marks  25  Years 
of  Amateur  Radio  Operation 


some  of  his  old  equipment  and  soon  she 
was  operating  her  own  “rig.” 

“1  was  addicted  to  it,”  said  Jane. 
“When  1 was  a teenager  in  Virginia  my 
parents  would  set  my  alarm  clock  for  4 
or  5 a.m.  1 would  get  up  and  put  out 
a CQ  (general  call)  and  wait  to  hear 
from  someone.  I’ll  never  forget  when  a 
fellow  from  Australia  said  ‘hello,’  ” she 
continued. 

In  Jane’s  “shack,”  as  operators  refer 
to  the  room  which  houses  their  radio, 
she  has  a small  file  box  which  holds 
“QSL”  cards  from  people  she  has  spo- 
ken with  from  all  over  the  world.  The 
QSL  card  or  confirmation  card  is  sent 
only  once  between  ham  radio  operators 
and  means  “We’ve  talked,  and  Tm  con- 
firming that  with  this  card.” 

Many  Benefits 

For  Jane,  the  camaraderie  she  expe- 
riences between  fellow  “hams”  from  all 
parts  of  the  globe  is  a strong  benefit  of 
being  a amateur  radio  operator. 

“As  a blind  person,  Tm  able  to  do 
things  that  otherwise  would  be  impos- 
sible to  do.  Can  you  imagine  how  much 


my  phone  bills  would  be  if  I was  calling 
people  all  over  the  world?” 

Serendipity  has  also  struck  more  than 
once  for  Jane  during  her  years  as  a 
amateur  radio  hobbyist.  During  one  con- 
versation Jane  was  delighted  to  discover 
that  she  was  conversing  with  the  hus- 
band of  one  of  her  former  college  room- 
mates. 

In  the  past,  Jane  was  also  able  to 
reinforce  her  Spanish-speaking  skills 
when  she  discovered  that  several  instruc- 
tors at  the  Hadley  School  for  the  Blind 
in  Illinois  were  ham  radio  operators. 
Earlier  Jane  had  completed  correspon- 
dence work  in  Spanish  through  the  Had- 
ley School. 

Public  Service  Work  Important 

Amateur  radio  operators  are  invalu- 
able during  emergencies  when  telephone 
service  and  electricity  are  out.  On  a less 
dramatic  note,  hams  also  contribute  their 
time  and  expertise  to  coordinate  public 
events  and  notify  emergency  workers  of 
accidents  during  such  events  as  bike-a- 
thons,  parades,  and  fairs.  A few  years 
ago,  Jane  and  Clovernook  Trader  House 


resident  Marjorie  Book,  who  qualified 
for  her  novice  license  in  1984,  worked 
together  at  the  Tour  of  the  Scioto  River 
Bike-a-thon. 

Presently  Jane  volunteers  every  Sat- 
urday and  every  other  Tuesday  as  “net 
control”  for  the  Tri-State  Amateur 
Traffic  Net,  a message  handling  network 
of  amateur  radio  operators.  Through 
this  network,  hams  field  and  deliver  mes- 
sages to  local  residents  from  friends  and 
family  in  other  parts  of  the  country. 

In  September,  1962,  Jane  received  her 
novice  license.  To  commemorate  her  25 
years  of  amateur  radio  operation  this 
year,  the  same  uncle  who  got  her  started 
and  now  lives  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  is 
going  to  sponsor  her  as  a member  of 
the  Quarter  Century  Wireless  Associa- 
tion. 

According  to  Jane,  although  she  has 
been  blind  since  birth,  she  has  “seen” 
more  parts  of  the  world  while  sitting  in 
her  armchair  than  most  of  us  will  prob- 
ably see  in  a lifetime. 


by  Pamela  Levinson 
Associates  President 

The  summer  seems  to  have  just  flown 
by  and  the  Clovernook  Associates  are 
gearing  up  for  all  of  our  fall  activities. 

Of  course  fall  means  the  start  of 
school,  and  Leah  Watson  has  an  im- 
mediate need  for  volunteers  to  host 
guided  tours  of  the  workshops  and 
Speakers’  Bureau  engagements.  Acting 
as  a guide  for  workshop  tours  is  an 
especially  good  way  for  new  members 
to  become  more  acquainted  with  Clo- 


CLOVERNOOK 


vernook  services  and  facilities.  We’d  love 
to  hear  from  you. 

Showcasing  Woven  Goods 

We  will  be  participating  in  local  craft 
shows  displaying  many  of  the  lovely 
woven  items  available  at  the  Clovernook 
Gift  Shop,  open  daily  Monday  through 
Friday  from  9 a.m.  to  4 p.m.  and  on 
the  first  Sunday  of  each  month  from  1 
p.m.  to  4 p.m.  If  you  are  unable  to 
make  it  to  the  Gift  Shop,  we  will  be  at 
the  Hyde  Park  Art  Show  on  Sunday, 
October  4,  and  the  Crafts  Affair  held 
in  the  Convention  Center  on  November 
27,  28,  and  29.  Mark  your  calendars  so 
you  can  make  your  holiday  purchases 
something  to  remember  and  benefit  Clo- 
vernook, too. 

Volunteers  are  also  needed  to  work  at 
the  various  craft  affairs.  A little  bit  of 
your  time  helps  the  Associates  do  so 
much  for  Clovernook.  Please  give  Eileen 
Beiersdorfer  a call  at  Clovernook  at  522- 
3860  and  let  her  know  that  we  can  count 
on  you! 


Selling  Holiday  Cards 

The  1987  braille  holiday  card  is  in  its 
final  phase.  It  will  be  ready  for  purchase 
in  mid-October.  The  proceeds  from  the 
cards  directly  benefit  blind  persons 
served  by  Clovernook.  Use  the  enclosed 
flyer  to  order  your  cards.  A word  to  the 
wise,  although  we  have  increased  our 
production,  the  cards  have  sold  out  com- 
pletely in  the  past.  Don’t  miss  out,  send 
in  your  order  right  away. 

Summer  Accomplishment 

While  we  are  busy  with  all  these  ac- 
tivities, the  Clovernook  residents  are  en- 
joying their  newly  refinished  lawn  chairs. 
Over  the  summer,  the  Associates  were 
able  to  have  the  furniture  redone.  Rust 
as  well  as  wear  and  tear  from  being 
outdoors  all  year  took  a toll  on  the 
furniture.  This  Associates  project  will 
enable  the  residents  of  Clovernook  to 
better  enjoy  their  beautiful  surroundings. 

Next  time  you’ll  read  this  column  it 
will  be  1988.  Take  care. 


Advocacy  Committee 
Formed  and  Active 


Equal  housing  opportunities  are  a spe- 
cial concern  for  many  persons  with 
handicaps.  Addressing  this  issue  as  it 
relates  to  visually-impaired  persons  is  a 
primary  goal  of  the  newly  formed  Clo- 
vernook  Advocacy  Committee. 

Members  of  the  committee  include 
Counseling  Supervisor  Carolee  Kamla- 
ger,  Program  Services  Supervisor  Robin 
Usalis,  Volunteer  Coordinator  Julie 
Keller,  and  Clovernook  Braille  Printing 
House  proofreaders  Karren  Besly  and 
Penny  Carey. 

Clovernook  Advocacy 
Committee  Goals 

1.  To  work  towards  community  recog- 
nition of  blind  people’s  capabilities  and 
rights. 

2.  To  educate  blind  people  about  their 
capabilities  and  rights. 

3.  To  interface  with  other  advocacy 
groups  and  community  agencies  sharing 
these  same  goals. 


Inherent  in  the  goals  of  the  committee 
is  education  of  the  people  in  the  com- 
munity surrounding  Clovernook,  includ- 
ing blind  people,  about  the  capabilities 
and  rights  of  the  visually  impaired. 

According  to  Penny  Carey  many 
apartment  owners  still  underestimate  the 
abilities  of  the  blind  and  deny  them 
access  to  housing  because  of  their  fear 
that  blind  people  cannot  take  care  of 
themselves. 

Penny  also  stated  that  some  apartment 
owners  will  not  allow  dog  guides  and 
others  want  to  charge  an  extra  fee  for 
the  dogs.  Committee  members,  with  the 
assistance  of  the  Tenant/Landlord  Proj- 
ect Committee  at  the  University  of  Cin- 
cinnati College  of  Law,  are  striving  to 
find  out  exactly  what  the  law  is  regarding 
the  treatment  of  dog  guides  in  an  apart- 
ment. 

Besides  concerning  themselves  with 
matters  close  to  Clovernook,  committee 
members  are  also  interested  in  people 
with  other  disabilities  throughout  Cin- 
cinnati. As  Clovernook’s  representatives 


Advocacy  Committee  members  Karren 
Besly,  left,  and  Penny  Carey,  Braille 
Printing  House  proofreaders,  meet  reg- 
ularly with  other  committee  members 
and  an  outside  advocacy  group  to  discuss 
community  issues  affecting  visually-im- 
paired people. 

to  the  once-a-month  meetings  of  the 
Greater  Cincinnati  Coalition  of  People 
with  Disabilities,  Penny  and  Karren  have 
had  their  own  awareness  raised  about 
persons  with  disabilities  other  than  blind- 
ness. “Housing  is  even  harder  to  find 
for  people  in  wheelchairs,”  said  Penny. 
“Of  the  apartments  accessible  by  wheel- 
chair, very  few  have  more  than  one  bed- 
room which  really  limits  your  choices  if 
you  have  a family.” 


News  Briefs 


Hotline  Help 


More  than  5000  Ohioans  have  tele- 
phoned “Helpline”  since  it  was  initiated 
in  March  1986. 

This  project  is  designed  to  bring  med- 
ical eye  care  and  information  to  older 
people.  The  hotline  number  is  1 -800- 
222-EYES  (3937)  and  is  answered  week- 
days from  8 a.m.  to  5 p.m. 


Equal  Employment 


Circle  October  17-18  on  your  calendar 
if  you  are  interested  in  learning  more 
about  equal  employment  opportunities 
for  the  visually  impaired. 

On  the  above  dates,  the  American 
Council  of  the  Blind  of  Ohio  is  spon- 
soring a convention  at  the  Holiday  Inn 
City  Centre  in  Columbus,  Ohio.  Resume 
writing,  interview  techniques,  and  job 
adaptations  will  be  highlighted. 

For  more  information,  contact  the 


All  interested  callers  can  receive  in- 
formation on  eye  diseases  affecting  el- 
derly people. 

All  U.S.  citizens  or  legal  residents  age 
65  and  over  who  do  not  already  have 
access  to  an  eye  physician  are  eligible  to 
receive  services. 

This  project  is  sponsored  by  the  Amer- 
ican Academy  of  Ophthalmology  and  the 
Ohio  Ophthalmological  Society. 


ACB-O,  P.O.  Box  21488,  Columbus,  OH 
43221,  (614)  221-6688. 

A recent  poll  by  Louis  Harris  & As- 
sociates revealed  that  two-thirds  of  the 
921  companies  polled  which  had  not 
hired  persons  with  disabilities  cited  a 
lack  of  qualified  job  applicants  as  their 
major  reason.  Interestingly,  larger  com- 
panies seemed  more  inclined  to  hire 
workers  with  disabilities. 


A drama  portraying  the  problems  of 
older,  visually-impaired  people  is  avail- 
able on  VHS  tape  by  calling  The  Na- 
tional Center  for  Vision  and  Aging  at 
(212)  355-2200. 

The  Center  just  released  this  video 
production  entitled  “Look  Out  for  An- 
nie.” It  has  been  well  received  by  the 
public  and  by  health  and  human  service 
professionals.  
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Braille  Printing  House 
Upgrades  Technology 


bossing  device  (LED).  The  TED  600 
surpasses  the  earlier  LED  model  because 
it  is  able  to  do  interpoint  braille  which 
is  braining  both  sides  of  a page,  thus 
cutting  paper  costs  in  half. 

An  additional  advantage  of  the  TED 
600  is  that  it  enables  Clovernook  to 
generate  proofreading  copies  faster.  The 
TED  600,  by  eliminating  the  zinc-plate- 


making process,  makes  more  economical 
the  production  of  small-order  braille 
copies. 

With  the  purchase  of  the  Kurzweil 
4000  and  the  TED  600,  Clovernook  has 
upgraded  its  transcription  department 
and  strengthened  future  employment  op- 
portunities at  the  Braille  Printing  House. 


A sheet  of  interpoint  braille  copy  rises  out  of  the  new  Text  Embossing  Device  (TED) 
600.  Operated  by  Judie  Crank,  the  TED  600  has  opened  business  opportunities  for 
the  Braille  Printing  House. 


Remember 
Your  Friends 

When  you  want  to  remember  a friend 
on  a special  day,  consider  honoring  her/ 
him  by  making  a donation  to  Clover- 
nook. 

You  will  find  enclosed  with  this  issue 
of  Perspective  a tribute  envelope  for  your 
convenience.  Contributions  can  also  be 
made  in  memory  of  deceased  family  or 
friends. 


CLOVERNOOK  PERSPECTIVE  is  a seasonal 
publication  of  Clovernook  Home  and  School 
lor  the  Blind.  7000  Hamilton  Avenue  Cincin- 
nati. Ohio  45231.  Clovernook  is  an  accredited 
member  of  the  National  Accreditation  Coun- 
cil. Braille  copies  of  the  newsletter  are  avail- 
able upon  request. 

Gerald  W.  Mundy,  Ed.  D., 
Executive  Director 

Pat  Otten  Moellers,  Editor 
Andrea  Fisk  Rotterman,  Asst.  Editor 
Janice  Stentz,  Graphics 


Salute  to  Retiree 


Cindy  Colbert,  62,  retired  from  Clover- 
nook on  July  31,  1987.  For  12  years  she 
was  a cook  in  the  TYader  House  kitchen. 
Now  Cindy  plans  to  spend  more  time 
with  her  family,  which  includes  a daugh- 
ter, a son,  and  two  grandsons. 


Textured 
Crosswalks  for 
the  Blind 

The  intersection  of  Galbraith  and 
Hamilton  Avenues  has  a new  look.  After 
months  of  road  work,  the  highways  have 
been  widened  and  the  visually  impaired 
at  Clovernook  have  received  a special 
benefit. 

New  crosswalks  with  a textured  sur- 
face were  included  in  the  project.  Now 
when  a blind  person  crosses  that  busy 
intersection,  the  new  surface  will  make 
it  easier  to  determine  the  difference  be- 
tween the  smooth  blacktop  highway  and 
the  textured  crosswalk. 


Clovernook 
Blankets  Featured 
in  T^i-state 

Soccer  and  football  practices  at  area 
schools  are  well  underway.  To  capture 
this  seasonal  fervor,  Clovernook ’s  hand- 
woven  wool  blankets  were  featured  in 
early  September  in  the  “Discover”  col- 
umn of  the  Cincinnati  Enquirer  Tristate 
Magazine. 

The  blankets,  available  in  many  area 
school  colors,  are  for  sale  in  the  Gift 
Shop.  Sizes  and  prices  are: 

36x60"  for  $32.95  and 
36x70"  for  $36.95. 

If  you  would  like  to  inquire  about  par- 
ticular colors  of  blankets,  call  522-3860. 


A Day 

at  the  Oasis 

The  annual  employee  picnic  is  more 
than  a tradition.  It  is  an  opportunity  for 
active  involvement  in  leisure-time  activ- 
ities with  coworkers.  It  is  also  a time  to 
informally  talk  with  Clovernook  staff  as 
well  as  residents  and  staff  from  the  Sam- 
uel W.  Bell  Home  for  Sightless,  Inc.  and 
personnel  from  both  the  Bureau  of  Serv- 
ices for  the  Visually  Impaired  and  the 
Cincinnati  Association  for  the  Blind. 

Volunteer  Coordinator  Julie  Keller 
planned  this  year’s  pienic,  which  was 
held  at  the  Shriner’s  Oasis  on  September  1 1 . 


